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IN THIS ISSUE… 

 Dusty The Original Pop Diva 

 The Little Mermaid 

 The Judy Yates Memorial Award 

 Vox Harmony 

 LMS’ 35th Birthday Celebrations 

 9 to 5 The Musical coming in 2017 

THANK YOU FOR SUBSCRIBING TO LMS NEWS  

Message from The President: 

Dear Members and Friends of the LMS, 

Firstly, and primarily, I wish you all a very merry Christmas and an exciting 
2017. 

I would like to thank my committee, both outgoing and new for their 

dedication to the Society and support of me. May they have a well-
deserved break over the holidays! 

Since our last newsletter, we have had our AGM, farewelled our VP, Jack 

Morton and welcomed new members, David Lee, Kristin Landeg, Bec 
Howard and Fran Suitor.  I was sorry to see Jack go as he had been a 
great contributor and support to me but am excited by all the youth and 

enthusiasm the new members bring. 

We also celebrated our 35th year at the last Theatre Drinks for 2016, it 
was great to see so many old and new members coming together for a 

really fun gathering, culminating in dinner and a bit of reminiscing at 
Alchemy. 

We were also delighted to award Nikia Breen the Judy Yates Memorial 

Award. She is an exceptional girl and very deserving of the Award.  I look 
forward to seeing where the arts take her.  I would also like to encourage 

the unsuccessful applicants to try again next year as the standard was 
very high and difficult to decide. 

I would also like to congratulate all the LMS Members and Friends who 

were selected for the 21 Icons project.  If you didn't get a chance to view 
this hanging in the Princess Theatre Stairwell Gallery, it will be remounted 
in March at the Earl Art Centre for Ten Days.  If is well worth a viewing! 

LMS and Vox had a fabulously successful year with two large musical 
productions, a tour and several concerts.  Please read my Annual 
President's report online to get all the nitty gritty! 

We have welcomed several new babies to the LMS family this year, 
congratulations to Tash and Jules, Bianca and James, Tessa and Mel, and 
Brad and Rebecca on the arrival of your little boys.  (I hope they have all 

inherited your musical, theatrical and dance skills). 

Lastly, I can't finish without congratulating and wishing Matt Taylor well, 
as he undertakes his NIDA directing course next year, a big well done to 

George Abbot as he heads to WAPPA and Ben Goss who has been 
accepted into VCA – congratulations. 

Have a Happy and Safe Christmas and I wish you well with your 

preparations for your 9 to 5 audition in early Feb!! 

Yours in Theatre, 

Gina McKenzie, President.  

Ph: 0419 891 362    E: info@lms.org.au  W: www.lms.org.au           

mailto:info@lms.org.au
mailto:info@lms.org.au
http://www.lms.org.au/
http://www.lms.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/LauncestonMusicalSociety/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
 
 

Event Title: 9 to 5 Auditions 

Dates/Times: Fri 3 February – 5.30pm 

onwards and Sat 4 February 9.30am 

onwards, 2017 

Venue: Newstead College 

Book your Audition:  
auditions@lms.org.au  
 

Get Audition Kit 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Event Title: 9 to 5 Rehearsals 

Dates/Times: Mon and Thurs 7- 9.30pm, 

Sunday 12-5pm, commencing 1 March, 
2017 

Venue: Newstead College 

Dusty – The Original Pop Diva – June 2016 
 
“Simply stunning.” 

“The audience is never wrong.” 

“Amazing quality of local talent.” 

This says it all. 

Georgie Todman’s directorial debut with LMS delivered in spades and the 
result was a production of outstanding quality. 

The company worked long and hard to bring the beautiful and tragic story 

of Dusty Springfield to the stage at Country Club Tasmania. 

The cast was superbly led by Jade Howard as Dusty Springfield; Katy 
Pakinga as Reno; Travis Hennessy as Rodney; Fran Suitor as Peg and Nikia 

Breen as young Mary O’Brien. 

The ensemble cast were as equally superb and included Lachlan Cassidy, 
Georgia Clarke, Ashley Draper, Lyndell Geeves, Julius Godman, Emily 

Greenhouse, Ben Goss, Bec Howard, Kristen Landeg, Tash McCulloch, Lily 
McGee, Dana McNeill, Billy Neville, Cherie Partridge, Mark Perkins, Luke 
Wilson and Erin Worth. 

The production team also worked tirelessly to ensure the show was of the 
highest standard and as production manager I am proud of the work done 
by each person that was involved with Dusty.  

On behalf of the cast and crew of Dusty, and the LMS Executive 
Committee I would like to thank the society and community members who 
came to watch our show. We hope you enjoyed watching it as much as we 

enjoyed putting it together. 

Jo Stirling 

Production Manager 
 
 

  

mailto:auditions@lms.org.au
https://www.lms.org.au/
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DISNEY’S THE LITTLE MERMAID 

In early February, The Launceston Musical Society embarked on a six-

month collaborative project with staff and students from Newstead College 

that culminated in bringing Disney’s The Little Mermaid to life on the 

Princess Theatre stage.  The show opened in August and had a sell out 

seven-show season that delighted Launceston audiences both young and 

old.  The cast not only included students from the College but also 

talented dancers from Tapestry Dance Studio and six local primary 

schools.  LMS’ David Lee and Hanlon Innocent were also part of the cast 

and both gave unforgettable performances as Grimsby and Scuttle.  The 

project was a huge undertaking and captured the true spirit of community 

theatre in Launceston and showcased the amazing talent of our local 

performers. 

“I am extremely proud of LMS’s involvement in this show.  Late in 2015 

the Executive saw a way to work with Newstead College that would benefit 

both parties.  I don’t think we envisaged at that time just how much we 

would both eventually get out of the show.  On a personal level, it was so 

much fun being part of such a happy, energetic, enthusiastic production 

and I know all the Executive involved felt the same.  It was wonderful 

seeing so many up and coming stars as well as many others just enjoying 

the experience. I sincerely hope we can continue our partnership going 

forward and congratulate Newstead College and our Christine Gilmour on 

the show” … Gina McKenzie, LMS President 

“Hello 

As a parent and sometime theatre patron I want to say a huge thank you to all 
those who volunteered their time through both LMS and Newstead College to 

bring us Disney The Little Mermaid. 

WOW! 

I have had nothing but positive comments from family, friends and colleagues, as 

well as some from my daughter's past teachers and sporting coaches. 

This collaboration has created an amazing opportunity for our youth and shown 

us just how much talent our area has to offer.  The mentoring our youth have 

received is invaluable and the college staff and LMS members involved should be 
highly commended. 

I know Kate has thoroughly enjoyed the experience and was very sad to see it 
come to an end. 

I hope this collaboration can continue.” 

Debbie Dakin – Mother of Kate who played Ursula 

 

 

  

Reilly Boyd as Ariel 
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Vox Harmony Choir  

2016 has been a memorable year for Vox Harmony.  After months of 
discussion, preparation, fundraising and rehearsing over 50 Vox members 
headed off on the June long-weekend for their inaugural tour.   The tour 
started with a bus trip to Ballarat where Vox members participated in a 
workshop with acclaimed a-capella group ‘The Sweet Monas.’  Their 
director Stella lead us through a Sweet Mona –style rehearsal which 
included music from her home, the Seychelles.  Following a night in 
Ballarat, Vox headed into Melbourne for the start of the 10th International 
Singers Festival which was held at the Deakin Edge in Federation Square.  
Well-known singer and choir director Jonathon Welch once again hosted 
the festival with his choir The School of Hard Knocks.  International 
composer and choral arranger Kirby Shaw was the guest conductor.  Over 
three days Vox Harmony participated in rehearsals with Jonathon, Kirby 
and conductor/composer Kathleen McGuire for a variety of concerts at 
the Deakin Edge and the beautiful Melbourne Recital Centre.  Vox 
Harmony performed beautifully at every venue and were extremely well-
received by the audiences.  The entire choir came home from the tour 
feeling a sense of accomplishment and pride in our group.  Denise must 
be congratulated on the huge amount of work and attention to detail 
preparing Vox Harmony for the tour. 

Along with the tour, Vox Harmony has continued to perform at various 
events during 2016 from Australia Day and ANZAC Day services, gala 
concerts and even weddings.

 

    

Information on how to join 
Vox Harmony 

http://voxharmony.org.au/wp/
http://voxharmony.org.au/wp/
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Launceston Musical Society 35th 
Birthday Celebrations 

We celebrated our 35th year at the last Theatre Drinks for 

2016, it was great to see so many old and new members 
coming together for a really fun gathering, culminating in 

dinner and a bit of reminiscing at Alchemy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

6 of 7 

 

 

 

 Judy’s initial background was in dance but her love for all 
things associated with performing has been instrumental 
in establishing this Award.  Judy was simply in love with 
the stage.  Judy relished seeing young performers “doing 
their stuff” and was always an inspiration and full of 
encouragement. 

This Award is in her honour. 

And the Award goes to … 

The annual Judy Yates Memorial Award was awarded to 
Nikia Breen at a presentation held at the final Theatre 

Drinks for 2016 – congratulations Nikia! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

From L to R:  Craig Yates, Nikia Breen, Di Summers, Gina McKenzie and Robin Yates 

 

Judy Yates Memorial Award 
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Book your Audition: auditions@lms.org.au  

 
Get Audition Kit 
 

 

We are very pleased to announce our major 
production for 2017 

9 to 5 The Musical, with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton 
and book by Patricia Resnick, is based on the seminal 1980 
hit movie. Set in the late 1970s, this hilarious story of 

friendship and revenge in the Rolodex era is outrageous, 
thought-provoking and even a little romantic. 

Plot 

Pushed to the boiling point, Violet, Judy, and Doralee form a 
strong female triumvirate through their mutual 
dissatisfaction with workplace conditions and especially 

obnoxious office boss Franklin Hart, Jr.  They concoct a plan 
to get even with the sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical 
bigot they call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, 

Violet, Judy and Doralee live out their wildest fantasy – 
giving their boss the boot! While Hart remains "otherwise 

engaged," the women give their workplace a dream 
makeover, taking control of the company that had always 
kept them down. Hey, a girl can scheme, can't she? 

Cast: Violet, Doralee, Judy, Franklin Hart, Roz Keith, Joe, 
Dwayne, Josh, Missy, Franklin, Maria (A young and vibrant 
secretary in Hart's office), Dick, Kathy, Margaret, 

Tinsworthy.  

Ensemble: Office employees, police officers, hospital 
employees. 

For more information and audition details please visit our 
website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You're receiving this because you have subscribed to our Newsletter. To unsubscribe or edit your subscription details, please email us 

CONTACT US: 

Ph: 0419 891 362 

E: info@lms.org.au       

W: www.lms.org.au  

   

Please visit our website or find us on Facebook 

to keep up-to-date with all your LMS news! 

Tickets on sale now! 

mailto:auditions@lms.org.au
https://www.lms.org.au/
http://www.lms.org.au/
mailto:info@lms.org.au
mailto:info@lms.org.au
http://www.lms.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/LauncestonMusicalSociety/
https://theatrenorth.com.au/9-to-5-the-musical/

