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NEWS  

Message from The President: 

Dear Members and Friends of the LMS, 

Well, Christmas and Summer have come and gone, there is an 
Autumn chill in the air, daylight savings has come to an end and I 

have become a Grandmother! Whilst the LMS hasn’t had a 
newsletter for a while we have certainly been busy. 
 

Firstly, we have auditioned and cast our 2019 show, the 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee and rehearsals are in full 
swing. I am delighted to say that our choice of the experienced but 
first time Director of a musical, Leigh Oswin was a wonderful 

decision. Leigh is superbly organised, approachable, and has an 
attention to detail second to none. The Bee is in good hands! Chris 
Bryg and Cherie Partridge are making sure that this gem of a show 

will be musically stunning as well. We welcome back some old 
friends (into some very childish roles) and also some newbies - I 
think everyone would agree that the rehearsal process is both 

stimulating and a lot of fun! Although not very well known, I want 
to assure you that we have chosen another show that is innovative, 
musically challenging and very, very entertaining, please get your 

tickets and talk it up to your friends. 
 
On a sadder note I would like to acknowledge the passing of a 

great friend to the Launceston Musical Society and co-founder of 
our Judy Yates award, Robin Yates. Our sincere condolences to 
Craig, Eliza and their families. He will be missed at our annual 

presentations- we can only hope he is off dancing with his beloved 
Judy. Congratulations to our Judy Yates recipient for 2018, Ashley 
Draper. It was, as always, a very difficult decision but the lovely 
and talented Ashley is a most deserving recipient. 

 
I was going to keep this report brief but I still have two more 
exciting things to tell you. Firstly, that the LMS has entered into a 

partnership with UTAS and going forward, we will be using one of 
their buildings at Mowbray to house and build sets. We will be 
moving over the next few weeks, so if anyone would like to lend a 

hand please get in touch via the website. 
 
Secondly, I would like to thank the Hodgman Government and, 

most especially Sarah Courtney MP, for choosing the LMS to be a 
recipient of a community grant to assist in purchasing equipment. 
While we are not sure yet how best to use the money, we do know 

that we want to make sure our purchase will benefit the wider 
theatre community. 
 

Hoping you all had a safe and happy Easter and wishing you a 
couple of exciting months of theatre and look forward to seeing 
you at the Bee in June. 
 

Yours in Theatre,  

Gina McKenzie, President.  

Ph: 0419 891 362    E: info@lms.org.au  W: www.lms.org.au           

April 2018 

mailto:info@lms.org.au
mailto:info@lms.org.au
http://www.lms.org.au/
http://www.lms.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/LauncestonMusicalSociety/
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Spelling Bee Launch: 

Friday 4 May, 6.30 – 8pm The Best Western Hotel,  

Earl Street, Launceston 

Spelling Bee Trivia Night: 

Saturday 12 May, Kings Meadows Bowls Club, 

18 Carr Street, Kings Meadows 6.30 for 7pm start 

Theatre Drinks: 

Theatre drinks has been temporarily suspended as 
everybody is busy rehearsing. 

Launceston Players Presents: 

 

23 May to 31, 2018 - Earl Arts Centre 

2 June 2018 – Longford 10 June 2018 – Scottsdale  

Get Tickets 

Launceston Musical Society Presents: 

 

June 22 to 30, 2018 - Earl Arts Centre 

Get Tickets 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sponsorship Packages 
 

The theatre company that brought you Chicago, Legally 

Blonde and 9 to 5 the Musical proudly presents: The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. 
  

A quirky group of six tweens vie for the spelling 
championship of a lifetime. While candidly disclosing 

hilarious and touching stories from their home lives, they 
spell their way through a series of words, hoping never to 
hear the soul-crushing, pout-inducing, life un-affirming 

"ding" of the bell that signals a spelling mistake.  An award 
winning musical comedy, The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee is a fast-paced crowd pleaser and an instant 

theatre patron favourite.   
  
A show like this is an expensive under taking for a local 

theatre group, and to keep ticket prices affordable we need 
the assistance of our community either financial or in kind.   
Please see the sponsorship packages for you to consider 

however we are happy to talk to you and create something 
that may suit both parties.  
 

The Judy Yates Memorial Award: 

Congratulations to our Judy Yates recipient for 2018, Ashley 

Draper. It was, as always, a very difficult decision but the lovely 
and talented Ashley is a most deserving recipient. 
 
 

 

 

   

Upcoming Events: 
 

L to R Eliza (Robin’s daughter), Ashley Draper, Robin Yates 

http://launcestonplayers.com/
https://theatrenorth.com.au/the-25th-annual-putnam-county-spelling-bee/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5315b174e4b01d80b7be0a91/t/5ad46e210e2e7224de5714ed/1523871266989/2018+LMS+Friends+Packages.pdf
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Vox Harmony Choir  
 

Vox Harmony Choir is off to another exciting year and with 

now just over 70 members the future is certainly bright and 
busy. The brilliant and tireless Denise Sam continues to 
inspire and drive us on our choral journey.  

Many performances are already locked in for 2018, look out 
for us at the Launceston competitions, come and see us in 

Hobart at the Festival of Voices in early July, join us in the 
Launceston City Mall for World Singing Day on October 20th 
and book tickets now for The Centenary of Armistice 

Remembrance Concert at the Albert Hall on November 3rd.  

We are still honoured to hold the position of the City of 
Launceston choir performing on Australia Day and ANZAC 

Day. In June 2019 we are going on tour, again to the 
wonderful Melbourne International Singers Festival. This was 
such a success for us in 2016 and we are very excited to be 

welcomed back. Vox membership is closed until after the 
tour. 

Jill Forshaw 

Vox Harmony President 
 
 

LMS is a Proud Supporter of  
Studio Space 
 
Who is Studio Space? 

 
Our Mission 
Studio Space Theatre Company was established in 2017 to 

create and develop inclusive art programs for people living 
in Northern Tasmania. The mission of Studio Space is to give 
all people with all abilities who are living in Northern 

Tasmania the opportunity to access high quality training in 
various art disciplines by professional artists. The programs 
are tailored to participants’ needs and are inclusive of age 

and ability. The various programs offered by Studio Space 
include training in all aspects of theatre, drama, dance, 

singing, radio/podcasts, and photography.  
 
For more information please visit: 

           
www.studiospacetheatreco.org.au 
www.facebook.com/studiospacetheatreco 

 

    

Information on how to join 

Vox Harmony 

https://voxharmony.org.au/wp/
https://voxharmony.org.au/wp/
https://voxharmony.org.au/wp/
http://www.studiospacetheatreco.org.au/
http://www.studiospacetheatreco.org.au/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fstudiospacetheatreco%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7351c72f1a9645e36a4008d57e3e86d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636553729388435733&sdata=IOgmFZ0EfDtKSbNwVpzRza9Wc1BsvnU6GQPVf%2BY471U%3D&reserved=0
https://voxharmony.org.au/wp/
https://voxharmony.org.au/wp/
https://voxharmony.org.au/wp/
https://voxharmony.org.au/wp/


 
 

4 of 6 

  

The Theatre Council of Tasmania 
 

At a well attended function in the foyer of the Princess 

Theatre the Theatre Council of Tasmania announced its Errol 
Nominees.  

The LMS was delighted and a little overwhelmed to received 

8 nominations for 9 to 5 The Musical in the following 
community musical theatre categories: 

Best Musical 

Best Ensemble 

Best Musical Direction - Cherie and Simon Partridge  

Best Direction - Denise Sam  

Best Choreography- Sonya Batten  

Best Lighting- Matt Hobson  

Best Actor, Male – Matt Hyde 

Best Set Design - Terry Ryan  

The LMS is was well supported at the Errols function held 
Wrest Point on March the 3rd. Thanks everyone who made 
the effort to attend, especially Fran Suitor who flew in 

specially. Unfortunately the LMS was unsuccessful in 
receiving an award but came away from the evening feeling 
like winners having been so extensively nominated. 

A stunning performance by Sammatha Hammersley of Get 
Out and Stay Out received a standing ovation and made us 
all feel extremely proud of her! 

The LMS also entered Doralee’s peignoir in the Costume 
parade. Thanks to Janice Molineux for designing, making 
and modelling this sumptuous creation! 

The LMS congratulates all the Errol winners and looks 

forward to participating again for this coming year,  

Gina McKenzie  
President 
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Support Launceston Musical Society 
and you’ll be rewarded! 
 

We are raising funds for [our cause] and you can help. 

Order the NEW 2018 | 2019 Entertainment Book or 

Entertainment Digital Membership and you will receive 

hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love to do, 

and you will also be supporting our fundraising. PLUS, order 

now to receive over $150 of bonus Early Bird Offers which 

you can use straight away until the 1st June, then you’ll get 

them in the new membership again. What a bonus! (Hurry, 

these sell out quickly). 

 

 

 

SUPPORT US NOW. 

 
  

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/EntBooks_AU/media/Entertainment-Books/1819-AOC/A27-AOC-Launceston-Digi-Sample-18-19_Colour.pdf
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Tell-me-More/launceston
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/94z6256
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The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee Rehearsals are in full 
swing!

 
 

You're receiving this because you have subscribed to our Newsletter. To unsubscribe or edit your subscription details, please email us 

 

mailto:info@lms.org.au

